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Abstract

Dr. Abdul Bari bin Hammad Al-Ansari
Department of Sciences of Hadith
Collage of the Noble Hadith
Islamic University of Madinah.

Praise be to Allah alone, and peace and blessings be upon the
one after whom there is no prophet, our Prophet Muhammad,
and upon his family and his companions.

This research focuses on a term commonly used among
researchers in the Sciences of Hadith and the Science of Criticism
and Praise, specifically the term “majhul al-haal” (unknown
status). It is limited to the usage of the term by the Al-Hafiz Abu
al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan (may Allah have mercy on him), who was
one of the prominent scholars of hadith of his time, whose speech
concerning applying the term “unknown” and its terminologies
was numerous, and who applied the description of “unknown” and
other similar terminologies to a significant number of narrators.

The research examines the narrators described by this term,
clarifies what Abu al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan meant by the term
“unknown status” when applying it to them, and clarifies the
difference between his intent and that of other scholars of hadith.
It includes a detailed study of examples of these narrators and the
most likely state of their status.

The research consists of an introduction, a preface, two main
sections, a conclusion, as well as a bibliography.

The introduction covers: the importance of the research, the
reasons for choosing it as a topic, the problem it addresses, its
scope, previous studies concerning the topic, and the methodology
followed.

The preface contains two sub-sections: the first of which
provides a brief biography of Abu al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan and
an introduction to his book Bayaan al-Waham wal-Eehaam. The
second sub-section discusses the term “unknown” as used both
linguistically and technically.
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The first section discusses: issues pertaining to being classed as
“unknown” according to Ibn al-Qattan.

The second section covers: the concept of “unknown status”
according to Abu al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan.

The research concludes that Abu al-Hasan ibn al-Qattan (may
Allah have mercy on him) views that the term “unknown status”
refers to a narrator from whom only one person has narrated, and
it is not known whether others have narrated from him. However,
the description may be extended to include narrators from whom
multiple people have narrated, as the key criterion for describing
someone as “unknown” is the lack of praise or criticism, rather
than the number of narrators being of great significance according
to him.

And Allah knows best. May Allah send peace and blessings upon
our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his family and companions.

Keywords: Unknown narrators, lbn al-Qattan, unknown,
unknown  status.
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